
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

 

The Work Session of February 1, 2016 was called to order at 6:33 p.m. in Room 201 and 

the open public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In 

attendance were Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner 

Rochford, the Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made at this time. 

 

Police Chief Stuessy joined the meeting and reviewed issues at Tatem Elementary School 

with parents parking on both sides of the streets when picking up and dropping off their 

children, de facto making this a one way street.  This is causing backups on Evergreen 

Lane and is a safety issue, even if only for 15-30 minutes, as it could be catastrophic should 

there be an emergency.  The Police Department has sent a letter to the School Principal 

and have seen compliance with the parking requirements today.  There will be a police 

presence in that area for approximately two (2) weeks providing warning, after which 

time they will start ticketing.  They are working at making the parents understand the 

issues caused when parking like that on that street.  The Chief noted that they had the 

same issue on Redman Avenue at Peyton Avenue, near the Elizabeth Haddon School, 

for parents dropping off and picking up.   He pointed out that there is not a no-parking 

area across from that school.  He finished by stating that once that area has been 

addressed then everything will be uniform with all the schools. 

 

Mayor Kasko mentioned the idea from the Board of Education, for which the costs of 

which was provided for in their recent bond referendum, to remove the park strips from 

around the school areas so that children are stepping directly onto pavement, rather 

than possible mud. 

 

The Commissioners requested that the Board of Education should send out reminders to 

the parents of Tatem Elementary School students at the end of the two week period that 

the police will start ticketing.  Additionally, the same should be done at Central/Middle 

School. 

 

The Chief then reported that on Station Avenue the speed data gathered between the 

two (2) bends in the street (between Hinchman and Chews Landing) show that there are 

no speed issues.  The average speed recorded was 27 mph.  Commissioner Rochford 

asked what the data is for Grove Street.  The Chief reported that the only study done to-

date has been for out-bound traffic and that shows there is a reduction in speed.  The 

Commissioners agree that more studies need to be done on Grove Street. 

 

The Police Chief left the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 

 

The current vacancies on the Library Board of Trustees were reviewed.  Mayor Kasko 

provided his recommendations to fill those vacancies, which he has already discussed 

with the Library Board Chairperson.  The Commissioners agreed to the appointments, 

which will be added to the March 8, 2016 agenda. 

 



 

 

The Solicitor reviewed the amendments to the draft sidewalk ordinance.  The 1/2 inch 

designation has not been confirmed, but he is continuing to work on finding out whether 

or not that is ADA compliant.  Commissioner Rochford asked who would be doing the 

inspections to which he was informed that the sidewalk inspector would be responsible.   

Mayor Kasko noted that the Mayor of Cherry Hill said they sent the ordinance to real 

estate offices to provide the chance to review and comment on beforehand and asked 

if we would be interested in doing the same.  The Administrator replied that something 

could be sent out to the real estate agents letting them know that we are introducing 

this on February 9, 2016 to see what feedback we get from them.  The Commissioners 

agreed to send out a notice to each of the local offices.  The height between concrete 

slabs, or bricks, was discussed in relation to ADA requirements.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

stated that the goal is a substantial improvement in the sidewalks throughout town.  It 

was agreed that the Solicitor would review the chapter for enforcement purposes and 

see if we would be able to take homeowners to court if the problem areas were not 

corrected.  Commissioner Rochford inquired about who would be fined if there were 

issues that are not fixed.  The Solicitor replied that it would be the homeowner who is 

charged because money should be placed in escrow at closing if there are sidewalk 

repairs required.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if there would be conditions where a 

developer could be charged.  Additional changes to the ordinance were reviewed.  The 

Solicitor will have the changes to the Commissioners by the following day. 

 

The General Event Permits listed on the February 8, 2016 agenda were reviewed.  The 

Commissioners agreed to approve the Ankokas Car Club's Car Show for September so 

that they could start promoting it now. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the Open Space Tax Fund will be 

sunsetting on December 31, 2016, and asked if they would be interested in putting a 

referendum question on the November General Election Ballot to continue this tax in 

perpetuity or if they would like to only continue it for another five years.  The 

Commissioners agreed to start the process now by approving the necessary resolution to 

put on the November ballot.  Additionally, they agreed to make the tax continue 

indefinitely.  The rate will remain the same as it has been.  This will be added to the 

February 8, 2016 agenda.   

 

The Administrator then reviewed a request from the Superintendent of Schools regarding 

the lights at Stadium field that have been taken down.  They don't have sufficient money 

to put the lights back up at this time.  They would appreciate help from the Borough.  The 

price quote for five poles is $320,000 to $350,000 for regular lights, and $400,000 to 

$450,000 for LED lights.  Plus there will be engineering fees.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

commented that shields would also be a tremendous improvement.  The total time frame 

would be approximately 2 months from placement of the order to completion.  The 

possibility of using temporary lights in the meantime was mentioned by Mayor Kasko.  The 

high school has changed their field schedule so that they do not need lights, but now 

the youth leagues can't use the field.  Various ways for the Board of Education (BOE) to 

fund this project were reviewed.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that there were still 

many questions that needed to be answered including the use of LED lights, can the 

poles still be used, etc.  Mayor Kasko stated that the Commissioners could not make any 



 

 

commitment at this time.  The administrator noted that the first lights were paid for through 

donations and fundraising 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the homeowners of 107 Washington Avenue 

regarding putting up a fence at their property.  When this was reviewed it was realized 

that the house is locations do approximately 4 inches onto borough property.  After some 

discussion it was agreed that a survey and an appraisal will need to be done at the 

location.  Additionally, it is the property owner who should go through the process and 

bear the costs for this issue.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

The February 9, 2016 agenda was reviewed.  It was agreed that the Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) resolution for the Pet-A-Palooza event should be pushed back.  

Additionally, the final information on the boilers for Borough Hall are in, so we can move 

forward with that change order. 

 

Mayor Kasko reported that there were no new items to report from PfH. 

 

The Administrator reported that a town-wide drainage study was mailed out to the 

residents today.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the types of information that are 

anticipated to be sent in response to this mailing.   

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to talk about 

redevelopment and potential easement or purchase of Stiles avenue at 7:43 p.m. 

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:40 p.m. 

  

The Mayor then asked if the holiday lights downtown would be left up until February 14th.  

The Administrator advised that permission was only granted to January 30th.  

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that if they were not able to get the company who 

installed them scheduled for an earlier time, then he would be okay with them staying 

up until then, but he clarified that we need to be more specific in 2017 on this issue. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to adjourn at 8:43 p.m.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

 


